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“Write therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later” Rev. 1:19
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1.0 THE ISSUE OF WATER SPIRITS
1.1

Introduction

The existence of demonic spirits residing in rivers, seas and other water bodies is a reality in African
traditional religions. While the church generally accepts the existence of satanic powers in the air (Eph
3:10) and inhabiting man on the earth, less attention is focused on the reality and existence of demonic
water spirits.
Reference has been made to the issue of water spirits in some previous editions of the Lampstand Letters
(Healing the waters of Nigeria (No. 4&5) Thrones of Nations (No. 11); Eliakim and the Yemoja Spirit (No.
12), and The Mystery of the Black Race (No. 15)
In this article, a more in-depth biblical exposition on the issue of water spirits is attempted.
1.2

In the beginning.

Gen. 1:2 tells us that the earth was under a roaring ocean covered with (the power of) darkness, while
God's spirit hovered over. Rev. 12:7-12 reveals the pre-creation war in heaven between the forces of God
and the forces of Satan. In verse 12, while heavens rejoiced that Satan was cast out, the earth and the sea
were pitied because the angry Satan and his demons had been cast into them.
Clearly there is a trinity of elemental abode - the heaven and the earth and the sea (, Gen. 1:8-10, Ex. 20:4,
Ps. 96:11, 69:34etc.). Just as God's spirit and angels abode in each of these, so do satanic spirits and
demons. The storm that threatened the disciple’s boat while Jesus was asleep was raised by water spirit.
Thus Jesus 'arose and rebuked the winds (spirits) and the sea, and there was a great calm (Matt. 8; 23-27).
Water Spirits Three demonic beasts residing and ruling the waters are specifically mentioned in the
scriptures.
a) Tannin - the sea monster/ sea serpent Job 7:12. Also Ps. 74:13.
b) Leviathan Job 3:8-9, Ps. 74:14, Ps. 104-0. Isaiah 27:1 identifies Leviathan as "the fleeing serpent, or
twisted serpent, the reptile in the sea or the wriggling dragon" in various translations.
c) Rahab or the proud Job. 9:1-3, 26:12-13, Ps. 89:9 - 10 and Isaiah 51:9-10.
In Psalm 87:4 and Isaiah 30:7 the water spirit Rahab is used interchangeably with the nation Egypt. Indeed
Isaiah 30 was a prophesy against Egypt and Isaiah. 30:6-7 was a specific reference to the beast (demonic
powers) of the southern desert of Egypt. Dealt with by the spirit of God, Egypt became known Rahab Hem-Shobeth meaning "Rahab sits idle" or "Rahab the helpless monster" (TEV, NIV}!
It is also noteworthy that the first human civilizations we built around rivers (Gen. 2:10-15).
1.3

Territorial Water Spirits

Revelations chapter 13 describes two great principalities, which seeks a word-wide dominion. While Rev.
13:1-10 describes the Beast from the sea, verse 11:18 describes the Beast from the Earth. Verse 7 is of
great significance to the issue of water spirits. "It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to
overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe and people, tongue and nation":
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

The beast from the sea received power from Satan the great dragon (Rev. 13:2, 12:9).
It blaspheme even God, the Name of God, His tabernacle and those who dwell in heaven Rev.
13:6.
It was permitted to fight God's people - the saints, and even to overcome them.
With the saints overcame, it then had authority over every tribe, tongue and nation. In other
words, water spirits are given authority to seek to control and blind every tribe, tongue, and
nation to the gospel of Christ - including your own tribe and language!

1.4

Tyre and Egypt

That water spirits are the powers behind nations are clearly seen in the case of the nations Tyre and Egypt
(Read Ezekiel chapters 27, 28, 29 and 32). Tyre is described as the city built along the entrance of (in the
midst of) the seas Ezek 27; 2-4. Tyre is quoted as saying "I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods in the midst of
the seas".
Thus there is a dual reference to a physical prince who had spiritual power in the midst of the seas. Indeed
Ezekiel 28:12-15 is generally agreed to refer to the prince of darkness itself i.e. Lucifer.
Egypt's case is more pointed. Pharaoh the King of Egypt is called the "great monster who lies in the midst of
his rivers" Ezekiel 29:1-3. See also Ezekiel 32:1-2. Thus there was a physical King known as Pharaoh, but
which spiritually and from a divine perspective had a spiritual component, a great monster lying in the
midst of its rivers. Hence Moses was made a god to Pharaoh so that he could challenge Pharaoh at the level
of gods (see Exodus 7:1).
As it applies to Tyre and Egypt, so also does it apply to every village, town, city, language tribe or nations,
according to Rev. 13:7.
1.5

Hierarchies of Water Spirits

An additional dimension to water spirits can be garnered from Ezekiel. 29:3-5. Apart from the sea monster,
reference is made to the fish of the rivers. Just as there are hierarchies of the powers of the air
(principalities, powers, thrones rulers of darkness etc - Col. 1:16, Eph. 3:10), so also are there hierarchies of
water spirits.
When Moses started his confrontation with Pharaoh and his magicians, one of the earlier powers judged
were the fish in the river (Exodus 7:17-21). A relevant typology exists among Yoruba mythology. In her book
Orisha: The Gods of Yoruba land, Judith Gleason describes Yemoja as the "mother of the waters and of all
Orisha (gods/goddess), "the ancient mother of fishes." [Yemoja literally translated means "the mother of
fishes"]. Yemoja is attributed to have "given birth" to sixteen Orisha including Ogun, Shango, Oya (R. Niger),
Olokun (Ocean), Osha (Lagoon) Oba (river), Oke (Mountain), Oko (Farm), Aje (Wealth), Obaluaiye and even
the sun and the moon.
This mythology is understandable in the light of Genesis chapter I, since the waters existed before all
creation (including earth, the seas, mountains, the sun, moon, stars, birds, sea creatures, animals and even
man!) that man now deifies, were made.
1.6

Conclusion

Demonic water spirits are a reality and they control every tribe, people, language and tongue, blinding
them to the gospel of Christ. The earlier the church deals with them in spiritual warfare, the easier the work
of missions and world evangelism will be.
They are specifically given authority to war against saints, they know their time is short and are furious.
Their goal is to delay Christ's coming as much as they can by preventing world evangelism. The praying
church needs to arise from its slumber and war against them. Amen.
By the Lampstand
December 2000

2.0 IN NEXT ISSUE: DEALING WITH WATER SPIRITS.

Jesus was concerned enough to enquire from his disciples what men perceive of 13-20, Marks 8:27-29,
Luke 9:8-21), then we also should be so concerned. True, what men perceive of us is most times incorrect,
but man's perception of us is helpful for self-evaluation and to keep us in proper perspective - providing ble
things, not only in the sight or God, but also in the sight of men (2 Cor. 8:21). See also Romans 12:17 and
14:18. Amen.
Jehoram was a descendent of Ahab, whose whole family was under a divine judgement because of Ahab's
wickedness and ungodliness (S Kings 9:7-10). Many years before, God has prophesied a three - stage
annihilation of the house of Ahab through Hazel, Jehu and Elisha, after Elijah chickened out (I King 19:1517). True to prophecy, Hazel wounded Jehoram but not fatally (2 Kings 8:28-29, 9 - 15).
It was not left for Jehu to execute the second stage while Jehoram recovered from his wounds. Probably
Jehu was conscious of the stubbornness and resilience of the Ahabic dynasty. And so the bible records
"Now Jehu drew his bow with his full strength and shot Jehoram between his arms; and the arrow came
out of his heart, and he sank down in his chariot" (2 Kings 9:24).
What could have happened if Jehu had drawn the bow with 25% strength? Or even 50%, 75%, 90% or 99%?
I believe Jehoram will probably have survived again. Remember Jesus' counsel that certain demons do not
go except by prayer and fasting (Matt. 17:21).
Recall that Elisha berated King Joash for striking only three times instead of five or six that could have
destroyed Syria (2 Kings 13:14-19)
In dealing with the Jehorams of our lives - the jezebelic entrenchments, the ancient family problems, the
stubborn satanic strongholds - we need to stretch ourselves to the limits, to our full strength; in watching in
fasting, in prayers.
Even Jesus prayed, "More earnestly" (till) "His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the
ground" Luke 22:44. Lets go the extra mile, lets stir ourselves to the limit of our strength, and in the
strengthening of the Lord, till the mountains of or life and ministry are moved - being strong in the Lord and
the power of His might. Amen.

3.0 THE STRONG AMONG THE MIGHTY
Ezekiel 32:2a is variously rendered "the strong among the mighty" (NKJV) "great heroes" (GNB) and "brave
military leaders" (Contemporary English Version).
Although it refers to anti-God forces, the phrase reminds one of David's mighty men who strengthen
themselves with him in his kingdom . to make him king. 1 Chronicles 11:10-47. Among them were the three
(verse 11- 21), Benaniah (22-25) and the thirty (verse 26-47).
Will you be counted among one of strong among the mighty in your service to God? Are you ready to pay
the price?
By the Lampstand
December 2000

4.0 "FAITHFUL. WHERE SATAN DWELLS"

Pergamos was the headquarters of Emperor worship in the province of Asia. An immense altar to the sun
god Zeus (Jupiter or Baal) dominated its landscape.
Anyone who refused Emperor worship did so at the risk of his/her life. To make an example to the
recalcitrant Christians, one of them called Antipas was killed for refusing to deny Christ. This did not deter
the Christians, who held fast to Christ's name, and did not deny the faith (Revelation 2:12-13).
Which altar is warring against your life and ministry? What throne of iniquity is warring against you? Is
Satan enthroned in your home, life, ministry or workplace - maybe through a relative, your spouse, your
child, your boss, your co-worker who has given himself to be Satan's vessel to afflict you?
Do you live where immorality, corruption, dishonesty, ungodliness etc reign supreme? Or is it tribalism,
nepotism, victimization or persecution that is reigning around you? Have the members of your household
become your enemies (Hosea 7:5-7)?
Are you so pressed that you are about to give in, to compromise, to retaliate to lay aside your Christianity?
Remember Antipas, and the saints at Pergamos. You have not yet withstood to the point of being killed
(Heb. 12:4). And God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able. He will
also make the way to escape, that you may be able to endure (I Corinthians 10:13). Let's receive grace to be
faithful to the end, running with patience and endurance, the race before us. Amen.
(Read Hebrews Chapter 12).

5.0 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Total receipts from our partners between October 1999 and September 2000 was eight thousand and
ninety naira only (N8090.00) while total expenditure on publications and postage of the Lampstand Letters
during same period was fifty-five thousand and forty naira (N55, 040.00) with an additional five thousand,
two hundred and fifty naira (N5, 250.00) incurred on e-mail charges.
We acknowledge our partner ministry in Port Harcourt, the sister from Saki and the two sisters in Ibadan
who faithfully supported during the period. Also for the two brothers who sent stamps from Maiduguri and
Zaria.
We also acknowledge those who supported us in various other non-financial ways, including the
management of Deborah Missions Ibadan, who serve us free facilities for the Lampstand Lectures while it
lasted. The Lord will recompense you all accordingly. Amen.
---Editor-

6.0 WISDOM, FOLLY AND MADNESS
Wisdom, foolishness and madness are consecutive points in a linear progression. At our extreme is wisdom,
at the middle is folly and at the other extreme is madness (see Ecclesiastes 7:2-5).
Ecclesiastes 10:13 also contrasts wisdom with folly, and trace the degeneration of folly to madness. He who
is not wise is a fool, and he that persists in folly will end in madness. See also Ecclesiastes. 1:17 and
Ecclesiastes 2:12.
By the Lampstand
10-12-2000

7.0 ADVICE FOR YOUNG MINISTERS (1)
A wise advice came from the lips of the otherwise evil king Ahab, which is very pertinent to the new
generation of young ministers God is raising to take up the work He started with the older generation. "Let
not him who puts on his Armour boast like the one who takes it off" 1 Kings 20:11. In other words, do not
be quick to criticize and find fault with the older generations before you, until you have successful proved
your ministry and have not fallen into their errors, sins and mistake. It is a call to humility, the need to work
out our salvation with fear and trembling Phi. 2:12.
When one read of the lives of God's men in the bible, or read the lives of contemporary ministers, and see
them in their nakedness, one could despise or condemn such in one's heart. But the proper response is
"Lord be merciful to me that I do not fall unto their sins, errors or mistake. Grant me the grace that my
humanity does not pull me down. Lord, cover my nakedness.
Paul has noted that they that compare themselves with themselves are not wise 2 Corinthians 10:12. Or as
the Good News Bible renders I Kings 20:11 "... a real soldier does his bragging after a battle, not before it"!
Amen.

8.0 ADVICE FOR YOUNG MINISTERS (2)
The account of Acts 18:24-26 illustrates to us that eloquence, zeal, knowledge, bible school or training,
boldness or even anointing does not make us mature and complete ministers of God.
Apollos was described as eloquent, mighty in scriptures, instructed in the way of the Lord, fervent in spirit,
spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord (though he knew only the baptism of John) Acts 18:25.
Though limited in knowledge, Rev. Apollos spoke boldly in the synagogue, the Jews and Pharisees had
stoned where he could easily. Rev. Apollos was commendable for his zeal and service. But greater
commendation should be given to Bro. Aquilla and Sis. Priscilla. The Bible tells us that when they heard Rev.
Apollos minister, (knowing that this was a great potential in God's hands) this couple took Rev. Apollos
"home with them and explained to him more correctly the way of God" (Acts 18:26 Good News Bible).
Note they explained not just the word of God to Apollos, but the way of God. Apollos had been instructed
in the way of the Lord and was accurate in the way he spoke and taught the things of the Lord. But he
needs someone to explain to him more accurately the way of Lord.
Thank God the "Man of God" Rev. Apollos was teachable. Thank God, Bro. Aquilla and Sis. Priscilla was
perceptive, discerning, gentle and hospitable. As Bro. Barnabas was to the zealous convert Saul (later Paul)
(Acts. 9:22 - 28, 11:24 - 26), so were Aquilla and Priscilla to Rev. Apollos - mentors who would not mind to
risks their lives that Christ may be established in their mentored (Rom. 16:3-6, Acts. 9:26 - 29).
Even though Barnabas, Aquilla and Priscilla had their own ministries (Acts 11:22 - 25, Rom. 16:3-5, I
Corinthians 16:19), they were on the lookout for younger promising ministers to open their homes to, to
mentor and promote above themselves.
May the Lord give us young ministers a teachable spirit. May He multiply mentors who will establish them,
explaining the way of the Lord to them more accurately. Amen.

By the Lampstand
10th August 2000.

9.0 FROM MRS FOOLISH TO QUEEN ABIGAIL
There was once a beautiful wise and intelligent woman. She was resourceful, approachable and discerning.
In times of emergency and danger, she was reliable. She knew how to choose her words carefully, even
when dealing with an angered adversary. She had a respectable personality, was long suffering and very
rich.
She was the joy of her father, (for that was the meaning of her name Abigail). But she had a blight in her
life. From the day she got married, even though her nature and character did not change, her identity and
appellation changed. No longer was she known as "the joy of the father", she became Mrs. Foolish, after
the meaning of her husband Nabal's name.
Her good and praise worthy reputation was lost in the identity of her husband who was described as "harsh
and evil" (mean and bad tempered) I Sam. 25:3. Even her husband's servant described him as a "scoundrel"
(son of Belial) who was unapproachable I Sam. 25:17 She also knew her husband was a "scoundrel "and a
fool, for thus she described him to his angry adversary. I Sam. 25:25.
How come an intelligent beautiful, wise and discerning woman like Abigail, got married to a scoundrel and
fool like Nabal? Was it not foolish of her to lost her appellation and identity to such a man, even if the man
was "very rich"? Was it the attraction of riches that drew her to him? We can only postulate, for the
Wiseman has listed" a man and a woman falling in love" as one of four mysterious things too difficult to
understand (Proverbs 30:18 Good News Version).
Before you conclude that Abigail got was she deserved read the story in I Sam 25 to the end. We see that
Nabal was undeserving of Abigail ... and the Lord struck him to death... so that a more deserving King David
could marry her. And so Mrs. Abigail Foolish ultimately became Queen Abigail David.
Your own case may not be an "unequal yoke" of a marriage. Maybe you are occupying an obscure post (or
position), where you are subject to undeserving fools. Maybe you are pouring water unto the heads of an
older minister who has "missed it".
Remain in this estate for a little while still. Do not lose your good nature and character while subject to
fools. One day the Lord will make a way for you and lift you up to the position you deserve.
The haste and the donkeys with which Abigail rose to ward off danger from Nabal's household, was the
same way she rose to become David's wife (v 18, 42). One day you shall arise in haste from obscurity, and
ride into your deserved place in Jesus name. Amen.
By the Lampstand
01-09-2000.

10.0

THE POOR AT YOUR GATE

I saw the story of the Richman and Lazarus (Luke 16:19 - 31), in a new light recently while a minister
preached, on our ministry to the poor, at the chapel I attend.
Specifically I noted that Lazarus the beggar was brought (laid) at the gate of the rich man who lived in great
luxury every day (verse 19:20). And the challenge of the preacher was "what do you do about the poor you
come across at your gate every other day?".

We had mentioned in the last edition of the Lampstand Letters that as the widow went abroad to seek for
empty vessels, it is our responsibility to go abroad and find the empty vessels (needy, poor, widows,
orphans etc.) to pour our oil (blessing, riches etc.) into (2 Kings 4:3). And we should start "from all our
neighbours" 2 Kings 4:3.
Another brother with a ministry to the poor and needy challenged me recently by volunteering to use his
Bettle car to take to school in the morning, children from two families in the neighborhood whose parents
did not have a car (I benefited from his gesture for a term before the Lord provided me with a car of mine
own).
The brother is not a rich man. In fact he is an unsalaried full time minister. But he used what he has to help
the "poor" at his gate. Search out the ways you can help the poor at your gate i.e. your neighborhood.
There are certain areas you are more endowed, not necessarily financial.
The early Christians shared what they had among themselves. That is what practical Christianity is all about
- with its rewards and His punishment for not so doing. (Read the story of the Richman and Lazarus again in
Luke 16:19 - 31). As Jesus counselled " you have the law and the prophets."
By the Lampstand
September 2000

11.0

IS THE DEVIL (ALWAYS) TO BLAME?

Ours is a generation of scapegoat searching Christians - always looking for some else to blame for our
failures, mistakes and even sins. We are wont not to accept responsibility for our actions, like Adam,
someone else must be responsible Gen. 3:12). And the most ready one to blame is the ubiquitous Mr. Devil.
When two brethren have sharp disagreements or misunderstanding, the devil caused it. When the
treasurer pilfers church funds, it is the Devil. When one commits adultery or fornication, it is Mr. Devil that
pushed him/her into it. Even one out of foolishness or stupidity brings trouble unto himself/herself, Mr.
Devil is to blame.
Yes it was Mr. Satan that filled Bro. Ananias' heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, but he conceived it in his heart
Acts 5:3 - 4. Yes it was ageless Satan who moved David to number Israel (I Chronicles 21:1), but David, the
man after God's heart took personal responsibility, not blaming Mr. Satan (1 Chronicles 21:17).
In contrast, King Saul had ready excuses and buck passing for his reprobate actions (1 Sam. 13:11, 15: 19 21). Hence the Lord rejected him. Was it the devil that was responsible for Nabal's fate? Does not the bible
have it that "some people ruin themselves by their own actions and them blame the Lord! (Pro. 19:3 GNB).
There are no excuses for the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19 - 20), we are personally responsible. Let's learn to
take responsibility for our actions. He who covers his sins will not prosper. But whosoever confesses and
forsakes them will have mercy. (Proverbs 28:13). Amen.
By the Lampstand
September 2000.

12.0

A LIVING SACRIFICE - JADE ADEYEMI

There is a particular sacrifice that God delights in - a burnt offering (Gen. 8:20 -21). The reality about a
burnt offering is that it is irretrievable, unlike the wave offering which you wave to God and at the end of
the day it still ends up in your pocket (Exodus 29: 26, 27).
A burnt offering goes up in flame and a particular aroma is released. It is this aroma that is the essence of a
burnt offering. Any time God perceives such an aroma, it invokes His presence. Noah offered such a
sacrifice to God "And the Lord smelt a sweet savior" Gen. 8:20. The result was such pronunciations upon
the earth of which we are still enjoying today (Gen. 8:21).
God desires a sweet aroma from our lives II Corinthians 2: 14, 15. Even the Lord Jesus Christ was able to
offer such Eph. 5:2. But we know that it is not every aroma released from offerings that God takes delight
in, the offering of Cain was rejected. Let us therefore look at the specifics laid down by God in order to offer
an acceptable sacrifice to Him. (Leviticus Chapter I)
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

"... You shall bring your offering of the livestock". The animal to be sacrificed must brought alive to
the place of sacrifice. Dead animals are never accepted; in fact it is an abomination to bring such.
This means that if a person who is yet dead in his or her sins come to offer himself, he will not be
accepted, he needs to first have an encounter with Jesus and be made alive before he can talk of
offering himself to God as a sacrifice. (Eph. 2:1-5).
"... He shall offer it of his own voluntary will..." Man can be very deceptive; he can bring to God an
offering while his heart is grumbling that God is asking for too much. However, God looks at the
heart, and if he sees an unwilling heart, he rejects the gift. The person can go ahead to offer with his
lips and even actions, but just like Cain's sacrifice was rejected, his sacrifice will be rejected.
"... Let him offer a male without blemish." Blemishes signify stains of sins in the life of a believer
(Eph. 5:27, II Peter 2:13). There is a need to get rid of sins, which easily besets us. Anybody who
meddles with sins, thinking that God will over look it is only deceiving himself, it will only make God
overlook him and his sacrifices, for God is of a purer heart than to behold iniquity (Habakkuk. 1:13).
"...And he shall kill the bullock." Despite the fact that the animal is brought alive, it must still die. This
means that for us to offer ourselves as sacrifice to God, we must be willing to die. No wonder that
Christ says, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father ... yea and his own life also, he cannot be
my disciple". And brother Paul would say ' I die daily '(I Corinthians 15:31). We must die to ourselves,
our desires and every other thing but Christ. It is only when we do this that we can become fruitful
for 'except a corn of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it abides alone' John 12:24.
"...And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into pieces" The animal is never offered whole. As
you give your life to the Lord, you must be ready to cut it into pieces. All your pre-planned
programmes for your life must go, your ambition must die! People may look at you as if you are
abnormal, but the truth will be that you have been to the altar of the Lord.
". His inwards and his legs shall be washed in water". The inward part of anything reveals it's true
nature, the inward part of a man is revealed by his thought pattern or heart. It is 'unwashed'
thoughts from a man's heart that defiles him (Mt. 15:18 - 20). We need to bring the word of God,
which is the water for the cleansing of our hearts. (Eph. 5:26, John 15:3). It is as we allow God's word
to have its proper place in our hearts that we are transformed and cleansed from within (Romans
12:2).
"... And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord. . Upon the altar that is by the door...' There is a
specific place where the sacrifice is to be offered. It must always be on the Lord's altar. If we lay
down our lives and make our sacrifices somewhere else, God does not accept it. At times when we
walk ourselves into trouble, and the enemy mounts pressure on us, we claim that it is our sacrifice
unto God. This is not so. We must lay our lives and offer our sacrifices at the ordained place. At this
stage it seems we have come a long way. However if we decide to stop her, the sacrifice will stink,

8.

and of course, it will release a smell, unfortunately it will be an offensive stench. This is why for many
of us who stop at this point, our consecrations and sacrifice will be offensive to those around us.
They only see us as people with a lot of 'touch - nots' 'do - not' and at times we seem to be in
bondage.
"And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar ... and the priest shall burn all on the
altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fires of a sweet savior unto the Lord'. This is the
singular process that releases the aroma that God is looking for. We need to seek Christ who baptizes
with fire (Mt. 3:11) to baptize us with fire. Once His fire comes upon our lives and our consecrations a
sweet aroma is released from our lives (Eph. 5:2; II Corinthians 2: 14 - 15).

Conclusion
At this stage we need to look into our individual lives. Have you at any time repented of your sins and asked
God to save by His grace through Christ? This is the most important decision you can ever make in life, if
you have not; I encourage you to do so. And if by the grace of God you have taken that decision, have you
totally yielded your life to Him? If you've still holding back, you are only withholding good from yourself, for
nobody gives himself to God and lives to regret it. He loves you more than you can love yourself. In fact if
you understand who God is, the only reasonable thing to do is to offer yourself to Him as a living sacrifice
(Rom. 12:1). And again peradventure, if yours is not the problem of holding back from God, but that you
have been struggling to consecrate yourself, why don't you allow the Holy Spirit to help you? There is a
need to cease from all your works and cry unto Him for grace (Heb. 4:16).
Jade Adeyemi is involved in mobilizing the church, especially youths and students, to lay down the lives for
missions and world evangelism. She fellowships with Glory Time Bible Church, Abeokuta.
13.0

TOTAL CONSECRATION

When the fire of Gods approval fell on Elijah's sacrifice, it not only consumed the burnt sacrifice, but also
the wood, the stones, the dust and licked up the water (I Kings 18:38).
Presenting ourselves as a burnt sacrifice to the Lord (Rom. 12:1-3) is just one step in our total consecration.
The order in which the things which Elijah put on the altar were consumed was:
(i) The burnt offering i.e. ourselves (Rom. 12:1-3).
(ii) And the wood i.e. our efforts (Gen. 22:6-7, Numb. 31:20 - everything made - Deut 19:5, Isaiah.
10:15).
(iii) And the stones i.e. the resistant or difficult things in our lives Matt. 13:5; 19-20 - Josh. 4:3).
(iv) And the dust i.e. the useless (or common) things in our lives Job. 22:24, Zech. 9:3.
(v) And the water i.e. the flow of our lives 2Sam. 14:14, I Sam 7:6, Judges 6:20.
(i) It is not enough to give ourselves as a burnt offering. We must be ready to give up for consumption
by the fire of God, our works and human efforts; the resistant and difficult habits and aspect of our
lives; everything including the ones we think are common and useless; indeed the blessings, direction
and flow of our lives; - all to Jesus we must surrender. That is total consecration. Amen.
By the Lampstand, September 2000
14.0

POISON IN THE POT

In 2 Kings 4:38-41, after Elisha had ministered to and taught the sons of the prophet, he decided to minister
to their physical needs. In the process of preparing the meal, a member of his household gathered a lapful
of wild gourds from a wild vine, sliced them into the pot of stew.

The meal done, the poisoned food was served to the men of God, not knowing there was 'death in the pot'.
The turning point came when the sons of the prophet cried out for help. They did not feel too big, too
anointed, and too proud to cry out for help. If they had not, and pretended all was well, they could all had
gone home to die.
Earlier in 2000, the Lord gave me a personal word through a sister, which states, "As you climb the ladder
of ministry promotion, the devil will want to strike through your home." Please pray for my household and
me as you read the Lampstand Letters. There is an intensive satanic onslaught against my immediate
family.
I enjoin you therefore to pray and ask God to heal every wild vine in our lives and make every Marah
become sweet (Exodus 15:23-27, 2 Kings 4:38-41, Romans 11:16-24); and cut off every spirit of witchcraft
and satanic manipulation operating against my home (Micah 5:12).
Please use Isaiah. 49:25, 54:11-17, Matt. 3:10 to deal with every satanic source, root and foundations
warring against us. As you pray with us, 'when the enemy shall come like a flood the spirit of the Lord will
lift a standard against him'. Amen.
Dr. Tayo Babalobi
Editor, Lampstand Letters
December 2000.

15.0

A COVENANT WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS

The end of the year is a time when men flock retreats and conferences primarily to hear what the Lord is
saying concerning the incoming year. I do not have a word from the Lord concerning year 2001, but I have a
counsel for everyone: make a covenant with righteousness - a covenant to walk right before God.
As God appeared to Abram and declared; "I am Almighty God: walk before me and be blameless. And I will
make my covenant between me and you.." Gen. 17: 1-2 so is the Lord speaking to His people in our
generation.
He seeks for men He will enter into covenant with, whose part of the covenant will be a commitment to
walk in obedience to Him and consistently do right always. Righteousness is a quality of being right or just
(Crudens), being blameless, having integrity, perfect (Gen. 6:9, NKJV, margin).
Righteousness is godliness, for righteousness is simply being God - like: in judgement, actions, utterance,
reactions and attitude. It is got by walking with God i.e. living in obedience to God's word (Gen. 6:9, 17:1),
despite every counsel or mitigating reason to the contrary.
It is not just a walk before God; it is manifested in our relationship with men. As Elihu states, "If you are
righteousness, what do they give Him? Or what does He receive from your hand? Your wickedness affects a
man such as you. And your righteousness a son of man. (Job 32:2-8). Wickedness then is the opposite of
righteousness. Isaiah counsels us 'to cease to do evil, learn to do good, seek justice, rebuke the oppressor;
defend the fatherless, plead for the wisdom (Isaiah. 1:16-17).
The outworking of righteousness is towards men. Especially the disadvantaged. Righteousness has inexhaustible benefits and towards including:
(a) Saves one and family from death Gen. 6:9, 7:1.
(b) Opens a man to share of God's secret and purpose Gen. 18:17-19, Proverbs 3:32. (c) Effective
prayers 2 Pet. 2:8.
(c) Peace, quietness and assurance Isaiah. 32:16-17.

(d) Flourishing Proverbs 11:28.
(e) Boldness Proverbs 28:1
(f) Christ has commanded as to "seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness. And all these
things will be added to you" (Matt. 6:33). Let this be our mindset for the year 2001 and beyond.
Amen.
(g) Assignment for 2001: Meditate on Psalm 101 live out Ps. 101 and live it out in the year 2001 and it
shall be well with you. Amen.
16.0

THREE TYPES OF DEATH

I Sam 26:10 highlights for us, through the words of David, three (3) types of death that could befall a man:
1. Divine Death: death by the express sentence of God. It was said of the fool Nabal, that "after about
ten days, that the Lord struck him and he died!" see also Deut. 32:35.
2. Natural Death: when ones allotted days are spent. It is written of Israel (Jacob) "when the time
drew near that Israel MUST die" (Gen. 47:29), and the Lord said to Moses "Behold the days
approach when you must die" (Deut. 31:14) see also 1 Kings 2:1.
3. Vocational Death: (death in the hands of men/in the discharge a duty). Every vocation (calling) has
its attendant risk of causing death before the time of natural death. A soldier or policeman can die
in war anytime. A driver can die anytime by road accident. A virologist could be accidentally
exposed to a lethal dose of virus.
The highest and most profitable form of vocational death is the one in the course of Christian ministry. The
Greek word for "witness" is matyria, from which the English word martyr is got (one who dies propagating
what he believes in).
In our era of faith and prosperity, martyrdom is no longer a popular concept. Our witness to the world this
day is our opulence and proud mien, martyrdom has been left to the Jihadists or the old fashioned
missionaries. Which should not be so.
If we are to be real witnesses for Christ, then we must be ready for the vocational death that could come
our ways as Christian soldiers. As Paul puts it, we must have the sentence of death in ourselves despairing
of life, ready to be obedient to death, always delivered to death, being conformable to His death that we
may attain to His resurrection. Amen.
By the Lampstand, Dec. 10, 2000

“O house of Jacob, Come and let us walk in the light of the Lord” Isaiah 2:5
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