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“Write therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later” Rev. 1:19
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1.0 FOR THE CHURCH IN YORUBALAND
The word of the Lord came to me expressly on the 16th July 2000 saying: "Except the church in Yoruba land
returns back to its first love of Missions and Evangelism, the fate of Liberia and Sierra Leone will befall
Yoruba land, beginning from Abeokuta".
As I pondered and prayed over this word, a number of facts became evident:1. Just as the Gospel came to the West Coast of Africa through Liberia and Sierra Leone, the gospel
(protestant) came to Nigeria through Yorubaland (Badagry/Abeokuta) by the ministry of Ajayi
Crowther and Co.
2. Both Liberia and Sierra Leone, which hitherto had a history of political stability, have been engulfed
in highly satanic civil wars. Despite and in spite of their Christian heritage and foundations, highly
cultic practices, gross wickedness and inhumanity prevailed during these wars.
There was a revival of ancient idolatry as well as fetish practices in both countries as a result of these wars.
At the same time strong Islamic influence infiltrated these countries through links by principal warriors in
both countries to Libya.

Today, Islam has definite influence and hold in these pioneer Christian countries, which were founded by
Christianized ex-slaves. This could have been inconceivable two decades ago. There is a palpable and
present hell - induced plan and programme to stir up civil war in Yoruba land, and this is not the first time
the Lord is blowing the trumpet.
In THE PREACHER No 180, August 1995, is an article titled "The Siege on the West" in which the author
wrote of "a satanic orchestration .. a sinister plot to deliberately provoke that section of the country...
incite it into some violent reaction". His was a call for "a man among them" (i.e. among ethnic Yoruba) to
stand in the gap before the Lord (Ezekiel 22:52). This call remains more necessary and more urgent than
ever even now.
Then in the prophetic publication THE ALARM Vol. 2, No. 2 April to June 1999, is an article titled "Beware
Yoruba Nation". It states inter alia. 'The spirit expressly calls for the church in Yoruba land to take a
lamentation against the spirit of violence emanating from ancestral worship in the land.
If the satanic plan materializes, the church in Yoruba land will suffer. The (Yoruba) nation will have as
national religion, voodooism in place of Christianity and the church in the land will suffer terrible
persecution. The church should raise and take a lamentation against the spirit and save the nation and the
entire nation of Yoruba from calamity.'
An historical and spiritual perspective to this issue was discussed in the article "Eliakim and the Yemoja
Spirit" (Lampstand Letters No 12 July 1999). Likewise a biblical and documentary analysis was highlighted in
the article "Egbesu, Oro and Ancestral Thrones" (Lampstand Letters No. 16, November 1999).
History is replete with lands and nations, which pioneered evangelism and first encountered the gospel
becoming completely over run by Islam or traditional religion. The Niger Delta of Nigeria through which the
first catholic percentage population in Africa was completely over run by civil strife and is yet to recover,
while the church looked on helpless.
The case of Liberia and Sierra Leone, the first port of Christianity in West Africa has been referred to earlier.
The civil strife and military rule in Cote D'Ivoire, where the world's largest catholic Basilica was built, is
because a Muslim is being actively supported by Libya and Burkina Fasso to be the next president of this
predominately Catholic Nation.
Has Christ not stated that "the first shall be the last..?" Let no one think that Abeokuta and Yoruba land
cannot be overran by Ifa, Ogun, Oro or Islamic spirits. Let no one think these persistent prophecies cannot
come to pass. All our cacophony of Christian radio and TV programmes cannot stop this satanic onslaught.
Our prosperity talks, our TV. faith messages, our miracle break-through sermons are no solution. Where is
Radio ELWA, Monrovia Liberia today? What has happened to the famous Fourah Bay College in Freetown?
The weapons that are effective against the gates of hell are strategic intercessions/spiritual warfare and
evangelism/missions.
Jer. 1:10 gives us the commission to first "root out and to pull down, to destroy and to throw down" every
antichrist spirit in strategic intercessions and spiritual warfare. Then it also given us the added responsibility
"to build and to plant" the word of God in the lives of men in nations and kingdoms, through evangelism to
individuals and missions to tribes.

Our main calling as Christians is to actively and continually take the gospel of the kingdom to all and make
disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19, Mark 16:5, Luke 24:47, Matt. 24:14) - see the article "The Gospel of the
Kingdom", Lampstand Letters No 18 January 2000.

The West (Yoruba land) definitely needs missions and re-evangelization. The twin forces of Islam and
traditional occultism hold sway over large Yoruba populations. Nominal and orthodox Christianity is rife
among a large proportion of those who call themselves Christians.
The foundation of Christian influence through the secondary schools and tertiary institutions has been
eroded through the political influence of Muslims. Christian Youth activities in tertiary institutions are
characterized by lack of depth, factionalism, immaturity and frivolities. Even among the vibrant evangelical
Christian circle, empire building and crowd pleasing activities have all but replaced a holistic, un-reached
people targeting priority.
Efforts and activities are concentrated in large towns and cities, to the neglect of the un-reached, mainly
rural dwelling people, where witchcraft and allied forms of wickedness is still very strongly prevalent.
Yoruba land is in dire need of strategic intercessions, spiritual warfare, missions and evangelism targeted
not just at our over-saturated towns and village, but majorly the untouched rural strongholds. Otherwise,
even the cities will be overrun by satanic powers. May the Lord stir up the church to its responsibilities.
May be fate of Liberia and Sierra Leone not be our portion in Jesus name. Amen.
By the Lampstand
Ibadan
July 2000

2.0 THE BEASTS OF EPHESUS
In 1 Corinthians. 15:32 is recorded this declaration of Apostle Paul "... I have fought with beasts at
Ephesus..." . What was the nature of the beasts Paul fought with at Ephesus?
Beasts in the Bible had always referred to satanic powers (see Gen. 3:1, Dan. 7:3, 12, Rev. 13:1-11 and Rev.
19:19). Although some commentaries make reference to the savage pastime of men fighting wild beasts at
that age, a study of the bible will reveal that Paul was talking rather in a metaphorical sense about what he
went through spiritually in Ephesus (Eerdsmen's Concise Bible handbook).
According to Thompson's Chain Reference Bible (1964), Ephesus (meaning city of the moon, sacred to
Artemis - Crudens Exhaustive Concordance) was a coastal city and a bridgehead between the East and the
West, the commercial, political and religious center of Western Asia. It was a city devoted to the worship of
the Asian fertility goddess Diana (called Artemis by the Greek) - see the article The Eclispe, Baal and
Ashtheroth, Lampstand Letters No. 13. August 1999.
Thompson records that three early shrines and two later gorgeous temples were constructed for her on
the same site. The second temple was revered in the ancient world as one of the Seven Wonders of the
World.
Paul laboured in Ephesus for three years (Acts 20:31, 19: 8, 10) and laid the foundation of the strongest
church of the first century in Ephesus. As Christianity advanced, the worship of Diana declined. Paul's
ministry at Ephesus was that of power encounter through strategic intercession and the preaching and
teaching of the word (Acts 19:8 - 10, 20: 31. 1 Corinthians. 16: 8, 2 Corinthians. 1:11).

When Paul first landed in Ephesus, the small disciples at Ephesus were powerless and docile, with exorcists,
magicians, evil spirit and Diana - worship reigning in Ephesus Acts 19: 1 - 7, 12 - 19, 24 - 28).

The first thing he did was to baptize the disciples with the Holy Ghost so that they could have power and
boldness for spiritual warfare and evangelism. (Probably the disciples were followers of the zealous Apollo
who knew only the Baptism of John the Baptist Acts 18: 24 - 25).
Next he devoted himself to the ministry of prayer, preaching and teaching (Acts 19: 9 - 10, 20: 31 - 32). He
was conscious of the commission in Jer. 1:10 that we need to "root out and pull down, destroy and throw
down" reigning principalities and powers over nations, thrones and kingdoms before we can "build and
plant" the word and life of God in their lives. He was conscious of strongholds over Ephesus, arguments and
high things that needed to be pulled down and cast down before they could be brought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians. 10: 3 - 6).
He knew there were beasts, spiritual strongmen, fully armed, guarding Ephesus and that he had to come
upon them in the stronger power of the Holy Spirit; overcome them, take away their armor and divide the
captured spoils bringing them to the obedience of Christ (Luke 11: 21 - 22). Hence despite the great beastly
adversaries, Paul tarried in spiritual warfare (prayer and the ministry of the word) until he had converts to
celebrate as first fruits (Pentecost) at Ephesus (1 Corinthians. 16: 8 - 9, Acts 19: 8, 20:31).
The results of the spiritual warfare were manifest - unusual miracles, sickness healed, diseases cured, evil
spirit running out, many believing, confessing and telling of their (evil) deeds and magicians bring magical
books worth over one million naira to be burnt openly (Acts 19: 11 - 19) "So the word of the Lord grew
mightily and prevailed" verse 20, as a result of strategic spiritual prayers, evangelism and teaching.
Of course there were satanic uprising and backlash, which made Paul and his associates 'despair even of
life' (2 Corinthians. 1: 8 - 10) but in all things they were more than conquerors through the love of Christ.
Paul was not alone in his ministry. He had companions such as Ephaphras (one of his converts at Ephesus)
who the bible records as 'travailing in birth till Christ be formed' in them (Col. 1:17, 4: 12 - 13 Philemon 23).
Then there were Gaius and Aristachus his traveling companions (Acts 19: 29), as well as his true son
Timothy who he left in Ephesus that he "may charge some that teach (false) doctrines" (I Timothy 1:3).
The lesson from Paul's fight with beasts at Ephesus is that strategic spiritual intercessions must precede,
accompany and follow the preaching and teaching of the word if we want to word the Lord to grow
mightily and prevail. (see Eph.1:15-20, Col. 1:8-12 etc)
We also need intercessor partners at every stage of our missionary endeavour.
May the Lord raise such in Jesus name. Amen.
By the Lampstand
August 15 2000.

3.0 LESSONS FROM THE LORD'S SUPPER
The Apostle Paul highlighted a key background to the institution of the Lord's Supper in his account of 1
Corinthians. 11:23 - 26, viz it was the same night in which He was to be betrayed, that Jesus with
thanksgiving instituted the meal. He knew He was going to be betrayed. He knew Peter would deny Him. He
knew the disciples will flee, that He will face the Sanhedrin, be mocked, beaten, spat upon, struck,
scourged, be crucified and die innocently for sinners. Yet he thankfully instituted this supper of love for his
brethren (Matt 26 1-74).
In the same chapter of Matt. 26, it is recorded later that he was sorrowful and deeply distressed (26:37),
that the spirit was willing but the flesh weak (verse 41), yet he shared the meal with these disciples, and

instituted it for millions to come, in all generations. He endured such hostility from sinners that we may
learn to run with endurance, the race that is set before us (Heb. 12:1 - 4).
What is our response when are faced with betrayal, denial, disappointment, misunderstanding,
depravation, persecution, mocking, despisement, suffering, failures, sickness, poverty or even death? See 2
Corinthians. 11:23 - 27.
Do we become murmurers, complainers, hostile, withdrawn, rebellious, insulting...? Or do we like Paul,
"take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, for Christ's sake (2 Corinthians. 12: 9) and in the THORNS IN THE
FLESH.
Why is it that every patriarch and minister of God has a dark side of life, sad and hopelessly irreversible, in
spite of their calling and anointing? For Adam it was the fall, for Noah drunkenness; for Abram, the issue of
Hagar and Ishmael, for Moses, overzealous murder and unguarded anger; for David the issue of Bathsheba;
for Peter, Christ's denial; for Paul religious persecution and murder.
We have had contemporary men of God having problems with cigarette smoking, with bitches for wives,
with rebellious children; with non-habitual errors, sins or mistakes, and saddening circumstances when are
beyond their control.
I believe the reason for such thorns in the flesh is simply to remind us of our humanity. That despite the
supernatural things we do, the covenant relationship, the revelations we have etc.; we are mere men, not
gods or a god.
The Apostle Paul underscores this by repeating twice in a single verse why we had the thorn in his flesh
"lest I should be exhaled above measure" (2 Corinthians 12:7).
Every human entrusted with divine mysteries/calling needs, like Jacob, a permanent limp of his hips, a
divine touch of the socket permanently out of its joint (Gen. 32:22 - 32).
In my own little measure, I have my own thorns in the flesh. Like Paul, I have pleaded several times that it
might depart from me. His answer to me was same as to Paul "my grace is sufficient for you". Therefore, I
most gladly bear with my infirmities that His grace be multiplied upon me. (2 Corin.12:9). Amen.

4.0 THE SPIRIT AND THE POWER
The spirit and power (Luke 1:17, Acts 10:38) refers to the prophetic anointing that enables a vessel to know
the will of God (i.e. the spirit) and the divine ability to do His will (i.e. the power).
It is not enough to have the revelation knowledge of the will of God. It is not even sufficient to have insight
into satanic strategies and plans. It is equally important to be able to bring to pass the will of God, or to
destroy the plans and purposes of the devil. We must both know and work the will of God. We must both
not be ignorant of the devices of satanic forces but also have the might of God to pull down every satanic
stronghold.
It is not enough to have just the spirit. Otherwise we will become "theoretical" vessels of the Lord - mighty
in words and weak in deed. It was said of Moses that he mighty in both words and deed Acts 7:22. And of
Jesus "a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people (Luke 24:19). It appears, by
putting deed before word in Luke 24:19, that the writer emphasizes the practical nature of Jesus' Ministry.
It was the same writer, summarizing Jesus' Ministry in Acts 10:38 records "how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power." Jesus "went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil", because He was anointed with power and had the spirit "for God was with Him".

Not only did Elijah prophesy by the spirit, (e.g. when he proclaimed a drought I Kings 17), he also
demonstrated the power of God (e.g. when He dealt with the prophet of Baal I king 18). He not only
prophesied, but exhibited dominion. Little wonder God asked him to transfer both kingly and prophetic
anointing to his successor(s) in I Kings 19:15-17).
Let’s aspire to a holistic ministry, to both proclaim His message and do miracles by the anointing. Let work
in the Holy Spirit and power. "But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power Act.
1:8 TEV.
See also Micah3:8.
Amen.

5.0 STRENGTHEN BY GOD...TO PRAY.
Luke 22:39-45 records the well - known story of Jesus' travail at the Garden of Gethsemane before his
betrayal, arrest and subsequent crucifixion.
The account reveals Jesus' human frailty, His inability to meet the burden and challenge of the crucified him
by human strength. It was one of Jesus highest point of human temptation, akin to the satanic temptation
at the beginning of his ministry (Luke 4:1 - 13).
He realized his human limitation, and counselled his disciples twice in the passage to "pray, lest you either
into temptation". The temptation was for him to turn away from the path of obedience through suffering
on the cross. It was within him to choose whether to go ahead or not (see Phil 2:8, Heb. 5: 7 -8). Humanly
speaking, he would not have. But he knew how to go about it - by divine supernatural strength that comes
from prayers.
So he withdrew, knelt down and prayed. Even his prayer was still in human strength. It needed an angel
from heaven to strengthen him to pray the more (verse 43). And the effect of the divine strengthening was
an "agony" to "pray more earnestly" such that his sweat (water) became like great drops of blood. Falling
on the ground already in prayer, he could now divinely face the cross that His blood be spilled for man.
The strengthening by God was to enable him face the worst of Satan's temptation. There are moments in
the life of every child/man of God that He needs divine strength and grace. Elijah needed it under the
juniper tree, when he came to the limit of his human strength. The anointing notwithstanding strengthened
by God, "he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights as far as Horeb.
May you not be like the disciples, who missed divine strengthening by sleeping rather than praying. May
you be strengthened by God to do exploits beyond human ability, to overcome every temptation, having
done all, to stand.
May you be strengthen with might through His Spirit in the inner man. Strengthen with all might, according
to His glorious power, for all patience and long-suffering with joy... (Eph. 3:16, Colo. 1:11) Amen.
By the Lampstand
August 2000.

6.0 THE MINISTRY OF JEHU
Jehu was a military officer "whom God anointed to cut off the house of Ahab" and execute judgment on the
house of Ahab" (2 Chronicles 22:7-8, 2 Kings 9- 10).

Jehu was part of the trio given the responsibility of completing what prophet Elijah, due to Jezebelic
intimidation and fear, could not (I Kings 19:1- 17). The Jezebelic stronghold was so established that for
about 78 years, her descendents were on the throne of both Israel and Judah (see the Article "Why did
Jezebel Marry". Lampstand Letters No 23, April to June 2000).
The Ahab - Jezebelic spirit was so dominant that Baalism had replaced the worship of Jehovah (1 Kings
18:21, 2 Kings 10:18 - 28) and the genuine priesthood - prophetic ministry was cowardly and in hiding (1
Kings 18:4); discouraged and complacent (2 Kings 2:3-5); lacked faith (2 Kings 2:16 - 18), despised and
scorned (2 Kings 2:23 - 24) was poverty stricken, debt - ridden, lived on wild plants, had not enough to live
on, lived in stifled land and were so poor they borrowed an axe head they could not afford to replace when
it got lost (2 Kings 4:1 - 7, 38 - 41; 6: 1 - 7).
By replacing the names in I Kings 16:34 with their respective meaning, we get to understand that during the
reign of Ahab, the godly life (Hiel) from the house of God (Bethel), lost its loftiness (Abiram) and elevation
(Segub). Jericho (the city of Baal /Moon worship) was rebuilt during his reign. In such a setting, it will take
both the kingly and the prophetic anointing to destroy the dynasty of Ahab - Jezebel.
It needed Jehu and Hazel (Kings) and an Elisha (prophet), to restore the true worship of God in a land given
over to far reaching Jezebelic wickedness and ungodliness.
Today, God has raised a Jehu as president over Nigeria, "anointed to cut off the house of Ahab" over
Nigeria. But like Jehu needed a concurrent Elisha, so must the church play a simultaneous prophetic role for
the full restoration of the land. (2 Kings 1:19 - 7: 20).
We are also to ensure that Jehu turns away from the sins of Jeroboam and take heed to walk in the law of
the Lord (2 Kings 10:29 - 31). We must stand as a Jehoiada priest by the throne (2 Kings 11:2 - 12:2, Zech.
6:13), to ensure that Jehu is not manipulated to commit errors and do excesses (Hosea 1:4). Amen.
By the Lampstand
30 August 2000.

7.0 BEYOND THE SPECTACULAR
One lesson to be learnt from Elijah's encounter with God on Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:9 - 13) is that God
does not need the spectacular to speak to a man. God was not in the furious wind, neither was He in the
earthquake, nor in the fire. He manifested in the soft whisper of a still small voice (V 12).
It was not the mighty rushing wind or the tongues of fire divided on the believers that convinced the crowd
to believe. It was the word that cut them to heart (Acts 2:37).
It was not the earthquake that accompanied Paul and Silas' praises that saved the Philippian jailer and his
house. It was the preaching of the word to them (Acts 16:32).
Even as Christians, many times we expect the voice of God in the spectacular. But it is in the illumination of
the heart, the inspiration from His word and His revelation of Himself to our spirit, and to human
conscience, that God gently but definitely speaks. The spectacular may herald, introduce or even
accompany His Voice (Ex. 20:18 - 20, Acts 19:16 - 19).

Thunder, hailstone and coals of fire may announce His presence (Ps. 18:13 - 14). But the voice of the Lord is
best heard in the quietness of the spirit. When a voice spoke from heaven in response to Jesus' prayer, He
made it clear that He did not need thunder to hear the voice of God; man may (John 12:27 - 30). As verse

37 records later, "But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him".
Miracles, signs and wonders etc. have that role in pointing to Jesus.
But they cannot replace the preaching of the word.
They may make men fear, wonder and excited; they cannot cause a person to believe in Christ. It was the
teaching and preaching that Paul delivered in the "demonstration of the spirit and of power" not signs and
wonders (I Corinthians. 2:4). Amen.
By the Lampstand
4th September 2000.

8.0 STILL ON THRONES
A throne is literally the physical seat of Kings or Kingdoms Deut. 17:18, I King 10:19 - 20. Symbolically, the
throne is the source of the King's power and authority (Gen. 41:40, 2 Sam. 7:13, 1 Kings 2:12, 16:11).
Spiritually, the throne is an altar, the power of kingdoms, drawing down the spiritual to back the physical 2
Sam 7:13, Isaiah 14:9, Hag. 2:22, Col. 1:16).
8.1

Characteristics of Thrones
1. Every throne has a physical founder and foundation, which determines its nature and power.
Righteousness and justice are the foundations of God's throne (Ps. 45: 6, 89:14). The throne God
established in David's hand is known for all generations as the throne of David, and was transferred
from the house of Saul (2 Sam. 3:9 - 10, 7: 11 - 14, Isaiah 9:7), whereas the throne of Jeroboam was
built on rebellion, established on idolatry and cursed/judged (I Kings 12:25 - 30; 14:10 - 16) - see
the article Thrones of Jeroboam by The Preacher Box 10974 Port Harcourt). The spirit of Jeroboam
watched over the throne of Jeroboam and continued after his demise (Is. 14:9 - 10, 13).
2. Every throne is sustained by a dynasty, remnant, offspring, name and prosperity of its founder 2
Sam. 7 :11 - 14, 1 Kings 2:33b, 14:10, Isaiah 14:22, 19:11; 22:20 - 23. In every generation. "the sons
of ancient Kings" (Isa. 19: 11) seek to perpetuate the spirit of the thrones' founder (- see Egbesu,
Oro and Ancient Thrones - Lampstand Letters No. 16 November 1999).
3. Every throne has a time lag before it expires; but wishes to last forever. (Deut. 17:20c, 2 Sam. 3:10,
2 Kings 10: 30). Most thrones last to the fourth generation 2 Kings 10: 30, 15:12, Gen. 15:16,
Exodus 12:41). Only the throne of David has the promise of everlasting dominion. Ps. 89:36 - 37,
Micah 5:24, Isa. 9:7, Luke 1:32.
4. Every throne has a physical headquarter location usually won through conquest, ceding or by guile
and deceit. The manner in which its headquarters location was won would also affect/determine
the character of the kingdom (II Sam. 5:6 - 10, Ps. 122, 1 King 12:25 - 30).
5. Thrones are spiritual entities, there is a spirit (or god) behind every throne. The ruling spirit behind
a throne is determined by the allegiance of the founder of the throne Exodus. 12:12, 29, Jer. 43:1112, 46:25, Ezekiel 30:13 - 16, Zephaniah 2:11).
6. Thrones are sustained by priesthood and it takes a priest to proclaim the throne (Zech. 6:13, 2 Kings
12:2). Every throne is sustained by adherence to the priesthood of the god its founder dedicated
the throne to. Every occupant of the throne is thus bond to uphold the terms of the covenant to its
ruling spirit (Deut. 17:18 - 19, 2 Kings 12:2, 23:24, Zephaniah. 1:4).
7. The conflict of nations (tribes) is a conflict of the ruling spirits and the tribal gods behind the
thrones, seeking to expand territories and outlast other thrones Ps. 103:19, Jer. 43:10 - 13, 46: 25 -

29, 49:38, 1:159 God specifically set up Jeremiah "over the nations and over the kingdoms" (Jer.
1:10) so that the Lord might rule over every throne.
In Matt. 19:28, the concept of tribal (national) thrones is emphasized by the Lord. Acts 17:24 - 29 and Deut.
32:8 tells us God is Lord over all tribes, he fixes their national boundaries so that peoples of all tribes will
seek to know Him as Lord, rather than seeking idols or gods.
God chose Israel for himself (Deut. 32:9) but they choose new gods (32:15 - 18). When the Lord saw that,
he spurned them and exposes them to affliction of contending gods of neighbouring nations (Deut. 32:19 31). Thus every king on the throne seeks to preserve territorial integrity and seek to maintain the covenants
of its founder, lest its god turn them over to the affliction of contending gods/tribes. .. But when the
seventh angel shall sound its trumpet, the kingdoms of this world would have become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever (Rev. 11:15). For by Him all things were created
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible or invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities
or powers. All things are created through Him, and for Him! (Col. 1:16). Amen, Alleluia!
The above is text of message delivered at the FGBMFI Ibadan Area Chapters during their July 2000 prayerteaching seminar, 4th July 2000.

9.0 PILGRIM'S PROGRESS (LET HIM THAT READ UNDERSTAND)
by Pastor Segun Adediran 12/07/2000
...I saw myself beside a very high rocky mountain and Jesus on the top of it. It was at the middle of a wide
sea. The foot of the mountain was marshy.
The Lord commanded me to climb up to Him. I made a move to climb straight up to Him, but after taking
about seven steps I realized it was very hard to climb. All of a sudden the piece of rock I stood upon broke
off. I quickly held another. That one also fell. And another ... till I was stepping on and holding another as if
riding a bicycle but I remained in the same spot.
The rocks continued to fall from the top until I became very tired. Jesus was still sitting down in the same
spot. He faces me sideways looking toward my right hand. The falling rocks seem to have stopped for a
while, sweating heavily, I began to cry for not being able to climb further.
I searched myself for any sin of fault. There was none. In that desperate mood, an old eagle flew to me, his
feathers have turned white for age. He spoke to me in English. "Do you want to climb up to Jesus." I
answered, yes. He told me not to climb as I wished, but to obey whatever he will tell me. He looked into my
eyes as though He knew what was in my spirit. I nodded in agreement, then He said, "Look beside you by
the right". I looked and saw a narrow and difficult path. The rock formed a high well on both sides. The path
formed rings round about the mountain.
The road was now tougher than I expected. There was much sand on the ground and rocky walls on both
sides. After taking about seven steps, I saw a rope was thrown from the mountain crest, which was not at
my right hand. It hung on a sharp edge of the rocky wall by the left, blocking my way.
I peeped at the crest to see who threw the rope. To my surprise I saw three people. They appeared to be
male and female at the same time. They wore skintight black dresses and were hanging on the rope, their
feet not touching the ground. Under them was a shallow pond created out of the sea with a rocky wall
round about it.

I realized I was dressed like a soldier with a sheathed sword. I brought out the sword to cut the rope, but
the eagle on the wall by my right stopped me and said "You have not agreed with what I told you. Will you
do whatever I will tell you?
I stopped. I thought of passing under the rope, he nodded no. They stood waiting for what next. After a
while an angel came and stood on the wall at my left, took the sword from my hand and cut the rope. The
three persons that were hanging on the rope fell into the pond but were not injured nor dawned. They
started swaying to the direction I was facing.
The journey continued. The angel had gone, I, on the road and the eagle on the wall, chatting with me so
that I will not be discouraged. Somehow as we went on, I lost the consciousness of the eagle's present.
I reached the place I started the journey, where the rocks were falling. Now it was falling very fast like fast
flowing water. I was afraid of crossing the place so that it will not take me back to the ground, and I didn't
know what to do. But the eagle came and picked me with his claws and carried me across. The journey
continued slowly.
I looked down the crest again and I saw a brother, I could recognize him. He is married with children. He
was trying to climb the mountain. Suddenly, three arrows came from the sea, without hand, and struck him
from the back. He was facing the some direction eagle, the Jesus and I were facing. He fell, chest down,
struggled a while and died.
His wife, at his front did not feel too bad. I saw something like mist coming out of the woman and going
back to the dead man and from the children, back to the man. I looked at the corpse with pity, almost
shedding tears. From my personal knowledge of him, he was very zealous and to persisted up till the
incident.
I saw an inscription like one cast with dull silver written DECEPTION. My personal assessment was in
conflict with the given identity of the arrow that killed the brother. It was identified as deception but I felt
the proper name should have been compromise. I was given the understanding that the outcome of
deception is compromise. We all see compromise, but the main root of it is deception.
At the time he received Christ, he was very zealous. He understood the scripture and applied it into his life
as it was given. He had been a light to them in darkness. But as time went on, he will revisit the same
portions of the Bible with a 'matured' mind and 'new understanding' polished with modern lifestyle.
Finally, he was deceived (see Jer.14:7). The second arrow was self-defence. I was given a flashback of his
life. I saw him equipped with the armour of God dressed like a soldier. A little demon came to him and
whispered something to him. All of a sudden he took his shield, and beat it to pieces. Then the little demon
helped him to add something into the melted shield and out came another shield, heavy and dull. He used
it against everything that came to him, even the word of God. Whenever the word came like a sword, it
would hit the shield and bounce back and would not penetrate. Whenever it came like a hammer it would
land on the shield and the brother would stagger, but it would not break through.
The three people were swaying toward the north, facing the same direction I, the eagle and Jesus were
facing. After a while they looked up, and saw me on the road. I noticed that I was wearing a shining white
robe whereas they were on black skintight robes. They were jealous, wishing they could see something to
climb up to me and stop me from moving on.
All of a sudden, a cord like the previous one came without a hand and hung on the wall by my left, blocking
my way again. Seeing the rope, I stood waiting (I have now learnt by wait). The rope's position was higher
than where I was standing. The three men scrambled on to the rope and began to release something from
within themselves, filling the whole atmosphere around me with bad odor, making my breathing difficult.

The angel came again and stood on the wall by my left with a white pointed sword. He used the edge of his
sword to remove the rope from where it hung and raised it higher. The men fell, crashing against the rocky
wall and back to the pond, their blood splashing on the wall.
Cautiously, I took steps forward and looked down to the pond where the three men were. They had taken
some breath and received little strength, but each man's hands where bound behind him by unseen ropes.
They looked up and saw me. They began to sway to the same direction the journey faced. They wished they
had strength, so they could take a sword and slay me. A little strength was added to them (whether from
God or the devil, I don't know) and they sat down to plot how they could harm me.
As I looked up to Jesus, suddenly a light shone from His face directly into mine. It was very bright like that
of the sun, but it did not harm my eyes. Now my face began to shine like that of the sun. I looked back to
those in the pond. They were now sitting at the edge of the pond, their two hands still bound behind there.
When they saw my face, they quickly looked away and seeing more other place to focus their gaze to avoid
the shining, they faced the ground, the bowing down their heads.
Some questions came to my mind and answers followed. Why are they bound by unseen rope? Answer:
They have been deceived by the enemy and now are willing to carry out his will. The rope is necessary so
that they will not harm my chosen. It is placed by the devil but allowed by the Lord'.
Why are they bowing down? Answer: Mark 28 vs. 1-6. The angel of God descended with glory..... The
keepers (6 soldiers) fainted because of their unholy heart and motive. But Mary Magalalene and others
stood, saw and discussed with the angel. Because these believers have given themselves unto the devil,
they are now manifesting the nature of the devil, (black cloth) instead of the nature of Christ. They feel,
think and act like the devil (see I Timothy 119-20: 5:15).
I saw and heard one discussing with the other "I think we should leave him alone and allow him to move
on. What has he done against us by the way? Why must we be in black? We were once shining like him?
The other replied, "We have gone too far and now we cannot trace our way back, (See Jer. 8:4-9, 9:6). The
other added. "I think we should leave him alone and allow him to function, "IF WE DID NOT FALL INTO THE
PIT WE FELL, OUR SPIRITS WOULD HAVE BEEN HAPPY NOW"

Editor's note
Key to Superscript 1. Mountain stands for obstacles of life (see 4:7). 2. The sea is a domain of evil forces
(see Ps. 74:13 - 14, Rev. 13: 1- 7). 3. Eagle stands for divine help/walk in the spirit (see Exodus. 19:4, Isaiah
40: 31). 4. Arrows of the wicked (see Psalm 11. 91:5) 5. See Psalm 11:7 and 84:5 - 11)
Pastor Adediran's piece is an allegory of the obstacles we face on our Christian pilgrimage. We cannot walk
it in our strength, we need divine strength as we walk in the spirit, being led by the Holy Spirit. Many who
have started well have fallen to deception, self-defence and compromise.
Many arrows of the devil are targeted at us, thus we need to guard our hearts according to his word, lest
we fall. The Apostle Paul listed as one of the perils of ministry, the danger of false (or fallen) brethren see 2
Corinthians. 12:26). Micah warns of the evil days when "a man's enemies are men of his household" Micah
7:5 - 6. Jeremiah prophesied about supplanting brothers and slandering neighbours (Jer. 9: 4 - 5). In such
days as these of "troubles within and pressures without" (2 Corinthians. 7: 5, Deut. 32: 25), we need must
take heed to Micah's words "Therefore I will look to the LORD, I will wait for the God of my salvation; my
God will hear me" (Micah 7:7).
Read and also meditate on Psalm chapters 11 and 84.
Segun Adediran is a missionary pastor working among the un-reached in villages around Ibadan.
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